THE RECENT STATE TREASON TRIALS
Sabotage, wrecking, treachery of former leaders and confidential
persons in Government posts is, of course, by no means confined
to the U.S.S.R. The history of every country teems with such
examples, even in non-revolutionary times, still more so in times
during and following upheaval and revolution.
The French Revolution is a classic example. Recall but the
notorious case of General Dumouriez, who, in 1793, w^ at d*e
head of the French revolutionary armies in Belgium. In view of
suspicious conduct on his part, the Convention had sent a com-
mission of inquiry to the front. His reply was the arrest of the
Convention Commission; he handed them over to the enemy, and
then made an attempt to march on Paris with the object of over-
throwing the revolutionary Government.
Speaking of the activities of the Royalists, Aulard, the well-
known historian of the French Revolution, says:
"We may say that royalism in France concealed itself at the beginning
of the first Republic, during the military successes of September 1792
to December 1793. After the reverses and the treason of Dumouriez,
it threw off the mask, and held the Republic at bay in the west, at Lyons,
and at Toulon. It spread its doctrines here and there in other regions^ always
commingling with movements of another nature, religious or anti-Parisian,
and 'without making serious progress with the mass of the population. ***
(Our italics.)
"The holding up and robbing of diligences and stage-coaches was one
of the means systematically recommended by the royalist leaders; means
in general employment of delaying the complete re-estabMslimerit of
order and security. The mobile columns which patrolled the country,
and the soldiers who escorted the coaches, could not prevent the almost
daily thefts and assassinations. France was almost terrorized. It was
felt that the government which could not establish the security of die
highways was not sound. This absence of confidence was one of the
chief reasons why the impost was so irregularly pad during all this
period; and it may be noted in passing that the terrible financial diffi-
culties from which the directory suffered were due to the anxiety caused
by the Royalists and the refractory priests."2
Kropotkin, referring to Dumouriez, says:
1 The French Revolution, vol. ii, p. 322*             s Ibid, voL IT, p, i n;
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